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Alexandra Magdaleno of Art Rocks 247 talks with David Hutchinson, Director & Producer of 

“The Gospel of Combat,” a short film that was screened at the 

San Diego International Film Festival, 2019 

 
Background on the film:  

Alexandra: So, what inspired you to make this short film: 

David: Yeah, so at the time, I was living in Nairobi as a volunteer. I was doing video work for a nonprofit organization in that 

neighborhood, and they said there was someone I should meet. Sensei Ben Kiyaga lived across the street and is the main character in 

the film. He and I connected because I had done mixed martial arts for quite a while and growing up and I was looking for, you know, 

like friends that had mutual interests and one of the students at the school where I was volunteering found out that I was interested 

in martial arts and it was like, I knew exactly why I wanted to make this film.   

Threatened by the violent aftermath of Kenya’s 2017 elections, a fledging Aikido sensei ponders whether his martial art can heal old 

wounds.  

The phone interview took place on October 15, 2019, in the morning of opening night of the Festival 

 

A:  Ok, so let’s jump right in, shall 

we? 

D:  Yeah! 

A:  What is your greatest fear? 

D:  Soccer Moms  

A:  What trait do you deplore in 

yourself? 

D:  Greed 

A:  What trait do you deplore in 

others? Lack of compassion 

A:  On what occasion do you lie? 

D: To avoid hurting someone’s 

feelings 

A:  Which phrases or word do you overuse? 

D:  Interesting! 

A:  What is your current state of mind? 

D:  Anticipation of the festival, nervous optimist and confident 

A:  What is your most treasured possession? 



D:  My Silpat baking sheet 

 

A:  What is your favorite drink? 

D:  Scotch/neat 

A:  What is your favorite cuss word? 

D: Shit 

A:  What’s the one thing you can't live without? 

D:  Books 

A:  What is the last thing you splurged on? 

D:  Camera equipment 

A:  Jogging or Swimming? 

D:  Jogging 

A:  If your life was a song, what would it be?  

D: “Bridge Over Troubled Water” 

A:  Man, that’s an oldie!   

A:  How would you like to die? 

D:  Heart attack 

A:  Me, not anytime soon! 

A:  What is your motto? 

D: “Always be curious.” 

A:  I like that!  Well, David, I can’t wait to see your next film!  – Art Rocks 247 / Correspondent. 

 

 


